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Introduce the Sense of Sound to this Year's Gardenith
Windchimes

Is there any hobby that pleases the senses more than gardeandgne®s can carefully select
flowers in aesthetically beautiful color palates with delighfifagrances, picturesquely sculpting
their landscapes. Some even consider the texture of petals asdostplant edible flowers and

herbs for cooking. When designing their gardens though, even theeasshed gardeners tend
to overlook one of our most important senses: sound.

"If you place anything in your environment that makes a sound, it sheupdeasing to the ear,
and that includes gardens,"” says Garry Kvistad, CEO of Woodstock §handeading
manufacturer of precision-tuned wind chimes. "We've let our worlderbe loud and often
overlook the importance of sound in our lives. We can compensate by dgsiouni
environments with sound in mind. | would actually consider myse#sigder of sound. The
colors that | deal with are tones."

Unwanted and unharmonious noise, sometimes referred to as "noise polkgiuwstjtutes a real
danger to people's mental and physical health, according tdrnfigonmental Protection
Agency. From the hum of appliances to the booming noise of a cao,steise pollution is a
constant intrusion to everyday life. Planning an environment withs@iéaand harmonious
sounds in mind, called soundscaping, may be one way to reduce thellheiffexdts of noise
pollution.

Kvistad suggests incorporating windchimes into your garden this geareamethod of creating
a stress-free and complete sensory environment. "The soothing soumdsdofimes are
important to relaxation and meditation,” he says. "What bettee pdacreate this type relaxing
environment than in your own backyard?" Kvistad offers advice fectey the perfect chime
or chimes.

Sound

When Woodstock Chimes first began producing windchimes 25 years ago, mdshimes
were made by artists who created visually beautiful chimiés hitle consideration for the
sound. Today, Woodstock Chimes has elevated the windchime into an itbrmusical
relevance, using a technique that precision tunes the company's wiedda musical scales.
"Windchimes are musical instruments that are played by thd,Wwsays Kvistad, who taught
collegiate music classes for many years, and is also aiausvith the group NEXUS and a
percussionist with the Steve Reich and Musicians ensemble. "Where yourchasing a
windchime, you should close your eyes and listen to it. If you havenarediate, positive
reaction to the sound, it's an ideal windchime for you."



Design

From country to contemporary and from Asian to Tuscan, there adehimes designed to fit
every décor imaginable. While sound is the first consideratiokJ@mtad, he admits that the
first attraction for most gardeners is the look of the windchimath so many design options
available, he encourages gardeners to look for the perfect corbinéistyle and sound to fit
their landscapes.

Size

Consider the size of the windchime for its designated spacallyldgindchimes should hang at
ear-level, and nothing should restrict the movement of the tubes ailapper. Use large
windchimes to fill vast empty spaces outside, while placindlemaindchimes closer together
indoors.

Material

Whether you hang your windchime in a yard that enjoys year-roundtivand sunshine or one
that is annually blasted with snow and rain, there is alwaysleanent of weathering for any
windchime. Metal holds up against the elements better than muodtivime materials. While
string and wood weathers a bit more, you can add years to a wirdehife by caring for it like
you would a wooden table, according to Kvistad. Hanging chimes und@ngs, patio
umbrellas and other "shelters" will also protect windchimes from harsioaments.

Synergy

Windchimes can be used to create both visual and audio synergy in your environmngentart
purchasing multiple windchimes, your collection should both please theareh the eye.
Woodstock offers a number of collections that are tuned to synerggsties. For example, its
Gregorian Chimes, which are tuned to medieval scales that remgesbprano to baritone,
sound harmonious when hung together.

The design and placement of windchimes can also bring visual bdtarcgarden. Kvistad
suggests hanging windchimes near flowers, for a balanced taeaktalagmite” look, or near
birdfeeders and birdbaths. He promises the sound won't keep birds &wayg, the birds add
motion to the environment for even more visual appeal,” he says.

While Kvistad offers these guidelines for selecting the pesigndchime for your garden, they

are not hard and fast rules. "Go with whatever works for youramnwent," he says. "If it
sounds great and it looks great, it's probably a good fit for your garden.”
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About Woodstock Chimes:

Founded by music pioneers Garry and Diane Kvistédodstock Chimes markets more than 100 differendpcts
in its Signature™ and Encore® Collections. In a@ddito its Environments line of garden accessdeeasuring the
popular Dcuks designs, Woodstock’s other home amdem offerings include hand-tuned chimes, betisgg, and
musical fountains. The company’s Music Collectiois& unique assortment of instruments from arotvedworld
that can be played and enjoyed without extensaigitrg or practice. For more information on Woodkt€himes,
visit www.chimes.conor call 1.800.422.4463 or 845.657.6000.
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